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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend Claims 1 , 4, 5, 9, 10, 13,15, and 17, as shown in the Listing of 
Claims below. 

Please cancel Claims 7, as shown in the Listing of Claims below. 

Please add claims 19-33, as show in the List of Claims below. 

This Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 



l isting of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
an input unit for inputting image information; 

a generating unit for generating output limitation information 
corresponding to the image information input by said input unit; 

a storing unit for storing the image information input by said input unit 
and the output limitation information generated by said generating unit; 

a reading unit for reading a document, wherein the document contains 
s pecifying information for specif v^ the image i nformation sto red by said storing unit 

[output limitation information]; [and] 

an output unit for outputting the s pecified image information stored by 
said storing unit in accordance with reading of the specifying [output limitation] 
information by said reading unitiand 

an out put control unit for deter mining whether the image information 

s p^ified bv rear er the s pecifyin g inflation is to be output by said output unit base< 
nn the output limitation inform a tion corresponding to the image information, for 
controlling the o utputtin g of the image information bv said output unit in accordance with 
.aid determination, and for varying the out put limitation information corresponding to the 
ima f e informa tion, stored bv s aid storage unit, in accordance with outputting of the 
image information b y said output unit. 
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2. (original) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 1 , 
wherein said input unit inputs the image information by reading an image on a document. 

3 . (original) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 
1, wherein said output unit prints an image representing the image information on a 
recording medium. 

4. (currently amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein said output unit[sl sends the image information. 

5. (currently amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim 1. further comprising a connector arranged to connect said apparatus to a network, 
wherein the s pecifying [output limitation] information indicates the storage location of 
the image information on the network. 

6. (original) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 
1, wherein the output limitation information includes an output allowance page count, 
wherein the output of the image information is limited based on the output allowance 
page count. 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (original) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 
1, wherein the image information is inputted to the input unit from a source external to 
the image processing apparatus. 

9. (currently amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
Claim 1 , wherein outputting the image information is based on the result of comparing 
the output limitation information stored by the storing unit with the s pecifying [output 
limitation] information read by the reading unit. 
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10. (currently amended) An image output method comprising: 
an input step of inputting image information; 

a generating step of generating output limitation information corresponding to 

the image information input by the input step; 

a storing step of storing the image information input in said input step and the 
output limitation information generated in said generating step; 

a reading step of reading a document, wherein the document contains specifying 
information for srggjfying the ima ge informatio n stored in said storing step [output 

limitation information]; [and] 

an output step of outputting the specified image information stored in 

said storing step in accordance with reading of the specifying [output limitation] 

information in said reading step; and 

an output control step of rtetermining whether the image information 

tr ifi^ hv reading the specified i n flation is to be output in said output step based on 
the output limits™ information res ponding to the imape information, controlling the 
nutnuttine of tte image information j n said o ut put step in accordance with the 
^termination in said ^termination gtge, Mid varying the output limitation information 
^res ponding to thp image informa tion «tnre.d in said storing step, in accordance with 
outputting of the image information m said output step. 



1 1 . (original) An image output method according to Claim 10, 
wherein said input step inputs the image information by reading an image on a document. 

12. (original) An image output method according to Claim 10, 
wherein said output step prints an image representing the image information on a 
recording medium. 

13. (currently amended) An image output method according to Claim 
10, wherein said output step outputs the image information based on the result of 
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comparing the output limitation information stored in the storing step with the specifying 
[output limitation] information read in the reading step. 

14. (original) An image output method according to Claim 10, 
wherein the image information is inputted to the input step from an external source. 

1 5 . (currently amended) A computer executable program, stored in a storage 

medium, said program comprising: 

an input step of inputting image information; 

a generating step of generating output limitation information corresponding to 

the image information input by the input step; 

a storing step of storing the image information input in said input step and the 
output limitation information generated in said generating step; 

a reading step of reading a document wherein the document contains specifying 
infonnatjgn for seegjfyin g the image information stored in said storing step [output 

limitation information]; [and] 

an output step of outputting the image information stored in saxd storing step m 

accordance with reading of the specifying [output limitation] information in said reading 
step ; and 

n„t p,,t control step of H^rmining wh ether the imag e information specified 
«. a HinP the gperifiarf informatio n tn ^ ""tout in said output step based on the output 
limitation infor m**™ corjesnondiBg to the imape information controlling the outputting 
„f tto j ma „e infr-™*™ M out p nt ^ in accordance with the determination in said 
determination gtgp. and varying t he, out put limitation information corresponding to the 
image informatio n ^ in said stori ng step in accordance with outputting of the image 
information j n said output Step. 

16. (original) Computer executable program, stored in a storage 
medium, according to Claim 15, wherein said input step inputs the image information by 
reading an image on a document. 
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17. (currently amended) Computer executable program, stored in a 
storage medium, according to Claim 15, wherein said output step outputs the image 
information based on the result of comparing the output limitation information stored in 
the storing step with the specifying [output limitation] information read in the reading 
step. 

1 8. (original) Computer executable program, stored in a storage 
medium, according to Claim 15, wherein the image information is inputted to the input 
step from an external source. 

19. (new) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
an input unit for inputting image information; 

a generating unit for generating output limitation information, regarding to 
an output allowance term of the image information, corresponding to the image 

information input by said input unit; 

a storing unit for storing the image information input by said input unit 

and the output limitation information generated by said generating unit; 

a reading unit for reading a document, wherein the document contains 
specifying information for specifying the image information stored by said storing unit; 

an output unit for outputting the specified image information stored by 
said storing unit in accordance with reading of the specifying information by said reading 
unit; and 

an output control unit for determining whether the time when the image 
information is to be output by said output unit is within the output allowance term based 
on the output limitation information corresponding to the image information, and for 
controlling the outputting of the image information by said output unit in accordance with 
said determination. 



20. (new) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
wherein said input unit inputs the image information by reading an image on a document. 
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21 . (new) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
wherein said output unit prints an image representing the image information on a 
recording medium. 

22. (new) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
wherein said output unit sends the image information. 

23. (new) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
further comprising a connector arranged to connect said apparatus to a network, wherein 
the specifying information indicates the storage location of the image information on the 
network. 

24. (new) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
wherein the image information is inputted to the input unit from a source external to the 
image processing apparatus. 

25. (new) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
wherein outputting the image information is based on the result of comparing the output 
limitation information stored by storing unit with the specifying information read by the 
reading unit. 

* 

26. (new) An image output method comprising: 
an input step of inputting image information; 

a generating step of generating output limitation information, regarding to 
an output allowance term of the image information, corresponding to the image 

information input by the input unit; 

a storing step of storing the image information input in said input step 
and the output limitation information generated in said generating step; 

a reading step of reading a document, wherein the document contains 
specifying information for specifying the image information stored in said storing step; 
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an output step of outputting the specified image information stored 
said storing step in accordance with reading of the specifying information in said reading 
step; and 

an output control step of determining whether the time when the image 
informal is to be output in said output step is within the output allowance term based 
on the output limitation information corresponding to the image information, and 
controlling the outputting of the image information in said output step in accordance with 
said determination. 

27. (new) An image output method according to Claim 26, wherein 
said output step prints an image representing the image information on a recording 
medium. 

28. (new) An image output method according to Claim 26, wherein 
said output step outputs the image information based on the result of comparing the 
output limitation information stored in the storing step with the specifying information 
read in the reading step. 

29. (new) An image output method according to Claim 26, wherein 
the image information is inputted to the input step from an external source. 



30. 



(new) A computer executable program, stored in a storage medium, said 

program comprising: 

an input step of inputting image information; 

a generating step of generating output limitation information, regarding to an 
output allowance term of the image information, corresponding to the image information 

input by the input step; 

a storing step of storing the image information input in said input step and the 

output limitation information generated in said generating step; 
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a reading step of reading a document wherein the document contains specifying 
information for specifying the image information stored in said storing step; 

an output step of outputting the image information stored in said storing step in 
accordance with reading of the specifying information in said reading step; and 

an output control step of determining whether the time when the image 
information is to be output in said output step is within the output allowance term based 
on the output limitation information corresponding to the image information, and 
controlling the outputting of the image information in said output step in accordance with 
said determination. 

3 1 . (new) Computer executable program, stored in a storage medium, 
according to Claim 30, wherein said input step inputs the image information by reading 
an image on a document. 

32. (new) Computer executable program, stored in a storage medium, 
according to Claim 30, wherein said output step outputs the image information based on 
the result of comparing the output limitation information stored in the storing step with 
the specifying information read in the reading step. 

33. (new) Computer executable program, stored in a storage medium, 
according to Claim 30, wherein the image information is inputted to the input step from 
an external source. 
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